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OVERSEAS HEACTIOH TO THE CUBAN STIUIIION 
(la oT 3 p.m., October 28, 1962) 


SUMMARY 


Khrushchev 1 * dramatic announ co mo nt on Sunday was too lata for 
praaa oommant from areaa othar than Western Europe. Tha Vaatarn 
European press vaa alatad but cautious ever tha development. Else- 
where in tha world comment continued to raflaot a cantioua optimism 
war tha possibility of negotiations. Bran at thla stage, howerer, 
some comment from the Middle East and Sooth Aala vaa firing credit 
to Btroahcher for contributing tha most toward tha easing of tension. 
There can be little doubt that oouaant beyond Europe will roiee lta 
approval of developments, but the awarding of plaudits to either the 
U.S. or the Soriet Union presumably will differ in tha various areaa 
of the world* 

Tha elated bat cautioaa reaction of the Western European prase 
to tha Sunday Khrnahcher announcenent was in narked eontraat to the 
increasing anxiety over the possibility the initial U.S. Tictory 
would be followed by a Bore dangerous showdown. 

In Latin American comment there are clear lndieationa that support 
for the U.S. remains firm and is increasing in public sectors. Cuba, 
the only place which has reacted to the latest Khrushchev letter, has 
made its own declaration of tarsia including a demand for U.S. abandon- 
ment of its naral brae. 

In the Hear East and South Asia optimism orer the possibility of 
a negotiated settlement prerailed despite some cautions and anxiety orer 
a possible U.S. invasion of Cuba. In the Arab states — with the excep- 
tion of Lebanon - • and India some comment tended to give Khrushchev the 
most credit toward easing tension and averting war. 

Scattered African comment, well behind the latest developments, 
continued to reflect some relief that a negotiated settlement was 
possible and that the UN would play a leading role. The basic attitudes 
in Africa remained consistent with previous lndieationa of off icial non- 
alignment and unofficial sympathy and qualified support for the U.S. 

Available reaction from the For Bast alao remains well behind the 
pace of events. The Japanese press has been showing an increasing 




appreciation of U.S. actives and expressed some fear that Khrushchftv's 
initial ■package deal* would complicate UN mediation. Korea called 
for a ■bo appeasentnt* policy by the U.S. 

The October 28 letter of Khrttahchev gives every" Indication 
that future propaganda will sake etery effort to tarn the latest 
developaent into a ploy for presenting the Soviet Union as the 
savior of peace and the U.S. as an aggressive nation. 
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VJ&flERN SQBOFK 


Elation tempered vith caution characterised 
available Vest European reaction to 
Khrushchev's anu o uu c ea ant that the Cuba aitaa 
would be dismantled. This attitnda was la 
narked eontraat vith tha growing anxiety of 
tha past 48 hours that Kennedy's first-round 
victory would ba followed by «a oven more 
dangerous showdown in which tha higher stakes 
would parndt fawar eoneassiona. 


Tha Vast Qemsn press, vhioh throughout tha oriais had baan 
most Insistent that firmness was tha only poasibla policy and that 
it would bring its rewards, expressed joy at hating callsd tha shot. 
Radio Berlin reported that "the paopla of Barlin Interpret tha 
Kremlin's reection to Kennedy's eontinnad firm action ... as a olaar 
justification of his attitude." Zhdapandant pit Wolt P Hamburg, 
statad that "it was high tlaa that tha Soviet advances ran against 
hard rasistanea in tha Vast for only in this way can tha big cata- 
stropha ...be avoided. * 

Moat German coanantatora strassad tha signifleanca of last 
wash's trial of strsngth and saw it as a poasibla turning point in 
tha Cold War. Independent PtrllnTT Morgsnooat editorialised that 
"from one hour to the next, the world has changed.,, Washington does 
not aeraly react to Soviet actions, but it acts,* The pro-SPD 
Talsaraf. Berlin, expressed gratification that "for once, a provocation 
by the Coenaniets has baan stopped." It hoped that the unmistakable 
manner in vhioh this is being accomplished "will force the CoBflunists 
to realise at last that the world is not pre par e d to accept their new 
colonialism, no matter where in the world they may try to establish 
it," Many papers echoed Mayor Brandt* a statement that "the Jmerlcans 
firm attitude on Cuba will make the Soviets more cautious in their 
plans against the divided city.,. Kennedy's calculated determination 
on Cuba will have to be recognised in Moscow m proof of his 
determination to stand by his guarantees for Berlin," The possibility 
that an eventual over-all settlement of the Cold war might result from 
the crisis was also eanvaesed by German media, A warning note was 
struck, however, by fier. TageaSplegel f Berlin, which stated that 
Khrushchev may attempt an explosive escape from the dead-end street 
Into which he was led by his own miscalculations," 
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tha buoyancy of today' a Omm prsss ewmiit. contrasts aarkad- 
ly with tha growing anziaty aaprsssad by tha Vast Saropaan proas 
prior to Kbrnshohav's Sunday aornlttg announoau*ttt # Thon, support 
for aad recognition of aenaedy's first-round victory was hedged la 
by f oar* tact too Soviet fatten would aot continue to giro -way or 
that a growing var psychoaia night prevent tho Success of V Xhent'a 
lateroessioB. Independent I* findi, Feria, *— *™«VH *the quiet 
diploaacy of U Thant has enjoyed a first aeasure of aueecee ,.. bat 
Jasrieeae continue to apaak of new aaaaurea.* Tha papar added, 
. " uup f la ood that Moscow would raaet only f eebly, Jaerieen public 
opinion aeuld appland with both hand* a ailitary action." Mass 
circulation i* iattUBi ft PIUfflThti *aris, polntad oat that an 
American plana had baaa ahot down by Cuban air dafaaaaa aad waraad 
that thara ia *a riak that tha oriels will ba renewed.* Faw papers, 
however, want ao far as tha flMTlllin which apoka of an oainona ring 
to tha words ooaiag froa tha 8tata aad Defense Dapartaanta aad 
raeoaaandad that tha Britlah (kvernuent taka a now look at ita anpport 
for tha u*,S. should tha latter invade Cuba. By contrast, labor 
Catholic figfc XfiUc, Ghent, laaantad Buropa*a inability to play an 
Indapandant rola whan it atatadt "eastern Europe ia balng faoad with 
tha laoraaaad tanaion In truly haadliatlag conditions. It doesn't 
even have tha possibility of playing «. aadiatlng rola. Ita aaoarity 
dapanda entirely on tha aacurity of tha United States." 


UTD! AMERICA 


The Media continue their heavy coverage of the crisis 
cnrer Cube* Official support of the 03 is still growing 
end those public eectors which have legged in their 
sup p or t ere moving closer to the official positions 
taken by their governments, thereby strengthening the 
support * Opposition is still ineffective end le meeting 
stiff er control. by local security forces. There .here 
been some anti-Castro demons t rat ions. In Cuba. Premier 
Castro refuses to acquiesce to today 9 s US-USSR agreement* 

There is growing evidence that the "wave of protests unleashed 
in Brasil against the blockade ordered by the government of Washington. • 
announced by Badlo Havana r Is exaggerated. For example. France Presse 
reports that the dockworkers* plan to boycott the handling of US 
shipping has been called off* Also clear is the growing trend 
toward a stiff er official position of support for the US* BailiS 
iBBl reports that President Opulert is embarrassed by the pro-Castro 
pronouncements of Leonel Brlaola and has declared categorically that 
"the position adopted by Brasil in the 015 does not leave room for 
any doubt* regarding its intentions* in Argentina the local press 
carried a statement ty one group sayings *The American continent 
once more Is threatened by the Coomunlet challenge* In order to 
safeguard the freedom of America the United States adopted legitimate 
defensive measures. 11 And General Aramburu declared in Washington 
that •the Intervention by other American nations In the blockade 
will prevent the impression that US action is unilateral, and will 
give this action a truly continental meaning. 11 In Mexico, leaders 
of some of the Independent labor unions have sent a message to 
President l£pes Mateos condemning Castro as a tyrant, describing 
the Rus sia n bases In Cuba as a menace to our continent, and declaring 
that the unions 1 30,000 members are rigorously behind the President 1 s 
decision to back the OAS in neutralising •the installation of Russian 
nuclear arms In Cuba.* The Foreign Minister of Colombia, in a radio 
address to hie nation, declared that •Colombia opposes Intervention 
[but that] the Cuban government has accepted foreign Intervention 
and thie Sino-Sovlet action Is clearly an Intervention aimed at the 
whole Hemisphere. • 

Opposition activities in Bolivia are being met with stiff 
official action} the government has ordered the Army and the police 
to act •severely against those who try to continue to create dis- 
turbances* • And a Radio 1* Crag del Sur announcer reported that 
the three prominent capital newspapers •were unanimous in denouncing 
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the Communists. as the perpetrators of the blood bath la the city of 
I* Paa«* Argentine eecurity forces acted effectively to control 
rioting tendencies la Buenos Aires, and about a hundred anti-Castro 
youths passed out anti-Fidel leaflet*, la Managua, ■learagua, about 
3,000 youths demonstrated In support of President Kennedy f s quarantine 
of Cuba. la Kfrida, Mexico, several thoueaad ssoondary student* 
demanded and brought about the resignation of the Chief of Public 
Education because of his pro-Castro activities, declaring "ve do not 
want ci inni Ian in education." 

Following Khrushchev's agreement to US terms today, Castro 
reverted to his pre-erieis belligerence snd declared that he will not 
consider any guarantees given by President Kennedy in effect unless 
there is an end to the economic blockade, cessation of the shipping 
of spies and explosives and other subversive actions against Cuba, 
cessation of pirate attacks on Cuba originating from US bases, 
cessstion of air and sea violations by units of the United States 
forces, and withdrawal from Ouantanamo Havel Base and return of that 
territory to Cuba. 
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NEAR EAST AND SOUTH ASIA 


Optimism continues to prevail in the Near 
East and South Asia that a negotiated settle* 
ment of the Cuban crisis is possible despite 
continued warnings that the situation has 
never been more dangerous since World 
War II* In the Arab states (except Lebanon) 
and in India, Khrushchev appears to be 
ahead in the contest of who's doing most to 
ease the tension and to prevent a war. Fear 
that the U.S. might invade Cuba is present 
in the Near Eastern press, including Creek 
media, but is most stridently expressed in 
the press of Iraq. Turkey has been insisting 
forcefully that there is no similarity between 
itself and Cuba. 


With the apparent easing of tension that Near East and South 
Asian media saw in the exchange of letters between President Kennedy 
and Mr. Khrushchev and the favorable response to U Thant f s appeal, 
there was an at least temporary drop-off in the volume of comment, 
especially in South Asia and the Arab World. The Indian press 
concentrated its attention on its own border problem and Arab media 
nad begun to return to Arab preoccupations, such as the Yemen 
problem. 

Hope for a compromise through U.N. intervention increased, 
especially in India, Greece, Cyprus and some Arab countries, 
although the UAR press continued to urge a more active role of 
mediation on the part of the nonaligned states. At the same time, 
however, fears were expressed in the Near Eastern press -- and 
even in U.S. — supporting Greek papers -- that Americans were pre- 
paring to invade Cuba. 

Radio Ankara stressed that there is no similarity between 
Cuba and Turkey and that CENTO is a purely defensive alliance. 
Turkish media have not vacillated from an essentially militant attitude. 
The U.S* has been acting responsibly, Ankara's government -oriented 
Yeni Gun insisted. Americans do not want war, whereas "Russia's 
basic policy is, without causing an outbreak of world war, to wear 
out the West by local wars. " 

5 


Sir 


Greek paper* doubted that the Soviet Union could wage a war 
with insufficient food resources ("missiles and space vehicles. « « are 
not enough")* Yet it is the method of Soviet imperialism, Ethnikog 
Kyrlx s aid, to advance against hesitation and to call for negotiations 
when it meets resistance* 

Even before his letter of Sunday f Khrushchev was receiving 
more credit than was the U#S. for working to ease tension* Soviet 
restraint was preventing a nuclear war, Egyptian and Syrian madia 
were saying, and the Free Press Journal of Bombay wrote that 
Russia had been lf big enough not to walk into the war trap laid for it 
by a Cub* scared Washington* " 

Anti*U*S* demonstrations, often Communist inspired, were 
reported from Syria and Lebanon, Cyprus and Ceylon* 
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FARBAiff 


Atm raaction, both in straight Mils and 
adltcrial term, is wall bahind tha paoa of 
arants* Tha Japanasa prass* which has shown 
a growing appreciation for tha motivations 
bahind U.S. policy, tarmad tha Soriat package 
daal (Odba-f or-Turkay) an "obvious gadbit* 
tat axpraasad tha f aar it would ccmplicata 
W mediation of tha problam* Tha Koraan praaa 
oallad for a *no appsaseaant* policy by tha 
Administration, vhila a pradaant Thai daily 
opinad that Khrushohav had miacalculatad tha 
spirit of hia Jawrican antagonist* 


tha rapid paoa of wants ovar tha past AB hoars has oanasd 
araa msdia to fall hahind in raactlng to tha latast significant 
daralopftants, Naithar straight nsws cotaraga nor aditorial ccoh 
oant is thus arailabla ?ia-a-*is KhrushehsY's aooaptanoa of TO- 
supsrriwd miasils sits dismantlamant, and thus far ccomant on 
KhrusfaQhar'a now antiquatad Turkay-fur-Ouba daal is arailahla only 
f rco Japan. 

Turkar-fflr-Cuba 

Japan *s Sunday morning prass fsaturad Khruahohsr's paekaga 
daal, with most papars carrying tha ftoll tsxt or dstallad suamarias 
along with tha Administration's rasponss. Soma papars tarmad tha 
ttoviat proposal an ■obvious gambit*, but axprassod tha faar that it 
would only complicata U Thant's alraady difficult task. 

Mgrnttt Pf OTttffM 

Constat froa tha araa prior to tha an no un camant of tha Borlat 
packags daal was la dissimilar forms* Continuad support for a strong, 
detarmlnad, "no appaaaamant 19 poller was roicad by tha Koraan praaa, 
vhila tha Japanasa prass indioatad a mounting criticism of tha ttoriat 
policy. GhngQkn jfliflflftmn <*f Hiroshima, for axampla, pointad out tha 
contradiction batwaan tha tioviat supply of missilas to Cuba and its 
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professed desire to stop the proliferation of nuclear weapons, and 
said that the Soviet Union could end the tension \ry stopping the 
supply of missiles* Japanese dailies with national circulation, 
while emphnslalng the necessity of UN mediation efforts, similarly 
attacked the existence of Soviet missiles in Cuba* 

Kiattiflok . a leading Thai daily, opined for its part that "the 
risks that Russia is running in the Cuba issue and in the Berlin 
issue are because Khrushchev has mode a wrong speculation. He com- 
pletely misunderstands the spirit of his antagonist*. After noting 
the strong support of the American people and politicians for 
President Kennedy* the paper concluded that Khrushchev should "tone 
down his quarrelsome attitude" in order to avoid a world war* 

Ccnmunist 3Ufi& 

Ho further statement of significance dealing with the Cuban 
situation is yet available from Peking. 
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AFRICA 

Scattered and inconclusive African reactions continued to 
reflect some relief that a negotiated solution was vieible and one in 
which the .UN would play a role. With eome exceptions* the general 
pattern of African reaction appeared unchanged: that of official non* 
alignment — contributing to factual media treatment of both eidee •• 
combined with non-official sympathy and qualified support for the U# S. 
position in the crisis. 

Leftwing elements in both Senegal and Morocco attacked the 
U«S # case (October 27) in describing the crisis as an imperialist- 
socialist struggle between the U. S. and Cuba* As an example of 
African fears of involvement* both pro-government and opposition 
papers in Morocco on October 28 suddenly attacked the presence of 
U#8. bases -• noting that they could bring Cold War reprisals. 
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SOVIET UNION 


Khrushchev's October 28 letter to President Kennedy, in which 
he promised to dismantle the Soviet missile bases In Cuba, conceivably 
reflects the propaganda approach on Cuba which Moscow can now be 
expected to adopt. Tactical shifts in line, tone and attention on the 
topic can undoubtedly result as Moscow will continue attempts to over- 
come her embarrassing position and her culpability. 

In the context of probable Soviet propaganda moves, the contents 
of Khrushchev 9 s latest letter is significant in these respects: 1) The 
letter's careful wording presents an image of the Soviet Premier as a 
leader willing to take any necessary actions which would prevent any 
danger to the cause of world peace. 2) Although he concedes that 
Cuba possesses "grim weapons," he continues to insist that these are 
solely defensive means provided Cuba to defend itself from aggression. 
He says that in view of a threat of a Cuban invasion, the USSR could 
not remain indifferent to Cuba's plight. Holding lhat there still are 
"irresponsible 91 people intent on invading Cuba, he indicates that the 
USSR will continue to "grant help" to Cuba. 3) Khrushchev, furthermore, 
notes U.S. flights over Cuba and underlines his concern for the Soviet 
people stationed there. He follows this with the suggestion that a 
"violation of Cuban airspace by American aircraft may also have 
dangerous consequences." Concluding, he maintains that the USSR 
values peace, but that it will not allow itself to be provoked. 

At the moment, one of the first relaxing notes in the Cuban 
crisis is Moscow's lifting of the ban on travel by Western diplomats 
in Moscow. 
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